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to keep these education promises or to invest
in our children. And you need to go out and
ask people, say, ‘‘Listen’’—just go up and ask
people, be a teacher—say, ‘‘What’s your pro-
jected income for the next 10 years? How
sure are you that it’s going to come in? Now,
if I ask you to sign a binding contract today
to spend it all, every last penny, even on
something you really, really wanted, would
you do that and save no money for your fam-
ily’s health care or education or an emer-
gency or just have a cushion in case you
didn’t get the raises you’re counting on?’’ Of
course, they wouldn’t. Now, if they would,
they should really consider supporting the
Republicans. [Laughter] But of course they
wouldn’t, and America shouldn’t either. This
is dead serious. This is a huge difference, and
so much else depends on that.

So I want you all to think about this. It’s
not enough to vote. It’s not enough to work
on election day or the weekend before. It’s
not enough to give your dues to the organiza-
tion and have them invest it right. I am telling
you, this election is going to be determined
by what people think it’s about. This is one
of those deals where the answer you give de-
pends on what you think the question is.

And if people really believe it’s about how
to keep the progress and the prosperity going
and if they really understand the differences,
then the Vice President and Senator
Lieberman and Hillary and Rush Holt and
our crowd—we’ll be fine because we’re on
the side of the American people, and they
agree with us. But we have to flush this out,
and you have to be teachers.

The last thing I’d like to say is that I have
no words to convey how grateful I am to you
for what you do every day, for taking care
of our kids. Almost a hundred percent of you
could be making a lot more money doing
something else. And you embody, to me, the
best of American citizenship. Working with
you has been a joy; knowing that we made
it better has made it even more joyful. I’ll
be grateful for the rest of my life.

But remember, we are all citizens first, and
our citizen duty now is to make sure the
American people understand exactly what is
at stake. If they do, trust me, the best is still
out there.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:34 p.m. at the
Beverly Hills Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Sandra Feldman, president, American
Federation of Teachers; Robert F. Chase, presi-
dent, National Education Association; Ann
(Tunky) Riley, wife of Secretary of Education
Richard W. Riley; and former Secretary of the
Treasury Robert E. Rubin.

Remarks to the Democratic National
Convention in Los Angeles,
California
August 14, 2000

Thank you. Thank you, ladies and gentle-
men. Isn’t it great to be here in California
together? [Applause] Forty years ago the
great city of Los Angeles launched John
Kennedy and the New Frontier. Now Los
Angeles is launching the first President of the
new century, Al Gore.

I come here tonight, above all, to say a
heartfelt thank you. Thank you. Thank you
for giving me the chance to serve. Thank you
for being so good to Hillary and Chelsea. I
am so proud of them. And didn’t she give
a good talk? [Applause] I thought it was
great. I thank you for supporting the New
Democratic agenda that has taken our coun-
try to new heights of prosperity, peace, and
progress. As always, of course, the lion’s
share of credit goes to the American people,
who do the work, raise the kids, and dream
the dreams.

Now, at this moment of unprecedented
good fortune, our people face a fundamental
choice: Are we going to keep this progress
and prosperity going? Yes, we are.

But my friends, we can’t take our future
for granted. We cannot take it for granted.
So let’s just remember how we got here.

Eight years ago, when our party met in
New York, it was in a far different time for
America. Our economy was in trouble. Our
society was divided. Our political system was
paralyzed. Ten million of our fellow citizens
were out of work. Interest rates were high.
The deficit was $290 billion and rising. After
12 years of Republican rule, the Federal debt
had quadrupled, imposing a crushing burden
on our economy and on our children. Wel-
fare rolls, crime, teen pregnancy, income in-
equality—all had been skyrocketing. And our
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Government was part of the problem, not
part of the solution.

I saw all this in a very personal way in
1992, out there in the real America with
many of you. I remember a child telling me
her father broke down at the dinner table
because he lost his job. I remember an older
couple crying in front of me because they
had to choose between filling their shopping
carts and filling their prescriptions. I remem-
ber a hard-working immigrant in a hotel
kitchen who said his son was not really free
because it wasn’t safe for him to play in the
neighborhood park.

I ran for President to change the future
for those people. And I asked you to embrace
new ideas rooted in enduring values: oppor-
tunity for all, responsibility from all, and a
community of all Americans. You gave me
the chance to turn those ideas and values into
action after I made one of the very best deci-
sions of my entire life, asking Al Gore to be
my partner.

Now, first we proposed a new economic
strategy: Get rid of the deficit to reduce in-
terest rates; invest more in our people; sell
more American products abroad. We sent
our plan to Congress. It passed by a single
vote in both Houses. In a deadlocked Senate,
Al Gore cast the tie-breaking vote. Not a sin-
gle Republican supported it.

Here’s what their leaders said. Their lead-
ers said our plan would increase the deficit,
kill jobs, and give us a one-way ticket to re-
cession. Time has not been kind to their pre-
dictions.

Remember, our Republican friends said
then they would absolutely not be held re-
sponsible for our economic policies. I hope
the American people take them at their word.
[Applause] Thank you.

Today, after 71⁄2 years of hard effort, we’re
in the midst of the longest economic expan-
sion in history, more than 22 million new
jobs, the lowest unemployment in 30 years,
the lowest female unemployment in 40 years,
the lowest Hispanic and African-American
unemployment rate ever recorded, and the
highest homeownership in history.

Now, along the way, in 1995 we turned
back the largest cuts in history in Medicare,
Medicaid, education, and the environment.
And just 2 years later we proved that we

could find a way to balance the budget and
protect our values. Today, we have gone from
the largest deficits in history to the largest
surpluses in history. And if, but only if, we
stay on course, we can make America debt-
free for the first time since Andy Jackson was
President in 1835.

For the first time in decades, wages are
rising at all income levels. We have the low-
est child poverty in 20 years, the lowest pov-
erty rate for single mothers ever recorded.
The average family’s income has gone up
more than $5,000, and for African-American
families, even more. The number of families
who own stock, in our country, has grown
by 40 percent.

You know, Harry Truman’s old saying has
never been more true, ‘‘If you want to live
like a Republican, you better vote for the
Democrats.’’ [Applause] Thank you.

But our progress is about far more than
economics. America is also more hopeful,
more secure, and more free. We’re more
hopeful because we’re turning our schools
around with higher standards, more account-
ability, more investment. We have doubled
funding for Head Start and provided after-
school and mentoring to more than a million
more young people. We’re putting 100,000
well-trained teachers in the early grades to
lower class size. Ninety-five percent of our
schools are already connected to the Inter-
net. Reading, math, and SAT scores are up,
and more students than ever are going on
to college, thanks to the biggest expansion
of college aid since the GI bill 50 years ago.
Now, don’t let anybody tell you that all chil-
dren can’t learn or that our public schools
can’t make the grade. Yes, they can. Yes, they
can.

We’re also more hopeful because we
ended welfare as we knew it. Now, those who
can work, must work. On that, we and the
Republicans agreed. But we Democrats also
insisted on support for good parenting, so
that poor children don’t go hungry or lose
their health care, unmarried teens stay in
school, and people get the job training, child
care, and transportation they need. It has
worked. Today, there are more than 71⁄2 mil-
lion people who have moved from welfare
to work, and the welfare rolls in our adminis-
tration have been cut in half.
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We’re more hopeful because of the way
we cut taxes to help Americans meet the
challenges of work and childrearing. This
year alone our HOPE scholarship and life-
long learning tax credits will help 10 million
families pay for college. Our earned-income
tax credit will help 15 million families work
their way into the middle class. Twenty-five
million families will get a $500 child tax cred-
it. Our empowerment zone tax credits are
bringing new business and new jobs to our
hardest pressed communities, from the inner
cities to Appalachia to the Mississippi Delta
to our Native American reservations. And the
typical American family today is paying a
lower share of its income in Federal income
taxes than at any time during the past 35
years.

We are a more hopeful because of the
Family and Medical Leave Act, a bill that
the previous administration vetoed. They said
it would cost jobs. It’s the first bill I signed,
and we now have a test. Twenty-two million
new jobs later, over 20 million Americans
have been able to take a little time off to
care for a newborn child or sick relative.
That’s what it means—that’s what it really
means to be pro-family. [Applause] Thank
you.

We are more secure country because we
cut crime with tougher enforcement, more
than 100,000 new community police officers,
a ban on assault weapons, and the Brady law,
which has kept guns out of the hands of half
a million felons, fugitives, and stalkers.
Today, crime in America is at a 25-year low.

And we’re more secure because of ad-
vances in health care. We’ve extended the
life of the Medicare Trust Fund by 26 years,
added coverage for cancer screening and cut-
ting-edge clinical trials. We’re coming closer
to cures for dreaded diseases. We made sure
that people with disabilities could go to work
without losing their health care and that peo-
ple could switch jobs without losing their
coverage. We dramatically improved diabetes
care. We provided health coverage under the
Children’s Health Insurance Program to 2
million previously uninsured children. And
for the first time in our history, more than
90 percent of our kids have been immunized
against serious childhood diseases. You can
be proud of that Democratic record.

We are more secure because our environ-
ment is cleaner. We’ve set aside more land
in the lower 48 States than any administra-
tion since Teddy Roosevelt, saving national
treasures like Yellowstone, the great Cali-
fornia redwoods, the Florida Everglades.
Moreover, our air is cleaner; our water is
cleaner; our food is safer; and our economy
is stronger. You can grow the economy and
protect the environment at the same time.

Now, we’re more free because we are clos-
er today to the one America of our dreams,
celebrating our diversity, affirming our com-
mon humanity, opposing all forms of bigotry,
from church burnings to racial profiling to
murderous hate crimes. We’re fighting for
employment nondiscrimination legislation
and for equal pay for women. [Applause]
Thank you.

We found ways to mend, not end, affirma-
tive action. We have given America the most
diverse administration in history. It really
looks like America. You know, if I could just
get my administration up here, it would be
just as good a picture as anything you saw
a couple of weeks ago in Philadelphia—the
real people loving it. And we created
AmeriCorps, which already has given more
than 150,000 of our young people a chance
to earn some money for college by serving
in our communities.

We are more secure, and we’re more free
because of our leadership in the world for
peace, freedom, and prosperity, helping to
end a generation of conflict in Northern Ire-
land, stopping the brutal ethnic cleansing in
Bosnia and Kosovo, and bringing the Middle
East closer than ever to a comprehensive
peace.

We built stronger ties to Africa, Asia, and
our Latin American and Caribbean neigh-
bors. We brought Poland, Hungary, and the
Czech Republic into NATO. We are working
with Russia to destroy nuclear weapons and
materials. We are fighting head-on the new
threats and injustices of the global age, ter-
rorism, narcotrafficking, biological and
chemical warfare, the trafficking in women
and young girls, and the deadly spread of
AIDS. And in the great tradition of President
Jimmy Carter, who is here tonight, we are
still the world’s leading force for human
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rights around the world. Thank you, Presi-
dent Carter.

The American military is the best trained,
best equipped, most effective fighting force
in the world. Our men and women have
shown that time and again in Bosnia, in
Kosovo, in Haiti, and Iraq. I can tell you that
their strength, their spirit, their courage, and
their commitment to freedom have never
been greater. Any adversary who believes
those who say otherwise is making a grave
mistake.

Now, my fellow Americans, that’s the
record, or as that very famous Los Angeles
detective, Sergeant Joe Friday, used to say,
‘‘Just the facts, ma’am.’’ [Laughter] I ask you,
let’s remember the standard our Republican
friends used to have for whether a party
should continue in office: My fellow Ameri-
cans, are we better off today than we were
8 years ago?

You bet we are. You bet we are. [Applause]
Thank you. Yes, we are. Yes, we are.

But—yes, we are—we’re not just better
off; we’re also a better country. We are today
more tolerant, more decent, more humane,
and more united. Now, that’s the purpose
of prosperity.

Since 1992, America has grown not just
economically but as a community. Yes, jobs
are up but so are adoptions. Yes, the debt
is down but so is teen pregnancy. We are
becoming both more diverse and more
united.

My fellow Americans, tonight we can say
with gratitude and humility: We built our
bridge to the 21st century. We crossed that
bridge together. And we’re not going back.
[Applause] Thank you.

To those who say—and I’m sure you heard
this somewhere in the last few days—to those
who say the progress of these last 8 years
was just some sort of accident, that we just
kind of coasted along, let me be clear. Amer-
ica’s success was not a matter of chance; it
was a matter of choice.

And today, America faces another choice.
It’s every bit as momentous as the one we
faced 8 years ago. For what a nation does
with its good fortune is just as stern a test
of its character, values, and judgment as how
it deals with adversity.

My fellow Americans, this is a big election
with great consequences for every American,
because the differences, the honest dif-
ferences, between our candidates and their
visions are so profound. We can a have good,
old-fashioned election here. We should posit
that our opponents are good, honorable, pa-
triotic people, and that we have honest dif-
ferences. But the differences are there.

Consider this, just this. We in America
would already have, this year, a real Patients’
Bill of Rights, a minimum wage increase,
stronger equal pay laws for women, and mid-
dle class tax cuts for college tuition and long-
term care if the Democratic Party were in
the majority in Congress with Dick Gephardt
as Speaker and Tom Daschle as majority
leader. And come November, they will be.
That has to be clear to people. And that’s
why every House and every Senate seat is
important. But if you’ll give me one moment
of personal privilege, I’d like to say a word
about Hillary.

When I first met her 30 years ago, she
already had an abiding passion to help chil-
dren. And she’s pursued it ever since. Her
very first job out of law school was with the
Children’s Defense Fund. Every year I was
Governor she took lots of time away from
her law practice to work for better schools
or better children’s health or jobs for parents
who lived in poor areas. Then when I became
President, she became a full-time advocate
for her lifetime cause, and what a job she
has done. She championed the family leave
law, children’s health insurance, increased
support for foster children and adoptions.
She wrote a best-selling book about caring
for our children, and then she took care of
them by giving all the profits to children’s
charities. For 30 years—30 years—from the
first day I met her, she has always been there
for all our kids. She’s been a great First Lady.
She’s always been there for our family. And
she’ll always be there for the families of New
York and America. [Applause] Thank you.

Of course, we all know that the biggest
choice that the American people have to
make this year is in the Presidential race.
Now, you all know how I feel. [Laughter]
But it’s not my decision to make. That be-
longs to the American people. I just want
to tell all of you here in this great arena and
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all of the folks watching and listening at home
a few things that I know about Al Gore.

We’ve worked closely together for 8 years
now, in the most challenging moments.
When we faced the most difficult issues of
war and peace, of whether to take on some
powerful interests, he was always there. And
he always told me exactly what he thought
was right.

Everybody knows he is thoughtful and
hard working. But I can tell you personally,
he is one strong leader. In 1993 there was
nobody around the table more willing to
make the tough choices to balance the budg-
et the right way and take this tough stance
against balancing the budget on the backs
of the poor and working people of America.
I have seen this kind of positioning and this
kind of strength time and again, whether it
was in how we reform welfare or in pro-
tecting the environment or in closing the dig-
ital divide or bringing jobs to rural and urban
America through the empowerment zone
program. The greatest champion of ordinary
Americans has always been Al Gore.

I’ll tell you something else about him.
More than anybody else I’ve known in public
life, Al Gore understands the future and how
sweeping changes and scientific break-
throughs will affect ordinary Americans’
lives. And I think we need somebody in the
White House at the dawn of the 21st century
who really understands the future.

Finally, I want to say something more per-
sonal. Virtually every week for the last 71⁄2
years, until he became occupied with more
important matters, Al Gore and I had lunch.
And we talked about the business between
us and the business of America. But we’d
also often talk about our families, what our
kids were doing, how school was going, what
was going on in their lives. I know him. He
is a profoundly good man. He loves his chil-
dren more than life. And he has a perfectly
wonderful wife who has fought against home-
lessness and who has done something for me
and all Americans in bringing the cause of
mental health into the broad sunlight of our
national public life. We owe Tipper Gore our
thanks.

Al has picked a great partner in Joe
Lieberman. [Applause] There’s the Con-
necticut crowd. Hillary and I have known Joe

for 30 years, since we were in Connecticut
in law school. I supported him in his first
race for public office in 1970, when I learned
he had been a freedom rider, going into dan-
ger to register black voters in the then-seg-
regated South. It should not be a surprise
to anyone that Al Gore picked the leader of
the New Democrats to be his Vice President,
because Joe Lieberman has supported all our
efforts to reform welfare, reduce crime, pro-
tect the environment, protect civil rights, and
a woman’s right to choose and to keep this
economy going—all of them. And he has
shown time and time again that he will work
with President Gore to keep putting people
and progress over partisanship.

Now, it’s up, frankly, to the Presidential
nominee and the Vice Presidential nominee
to engage in this debate and to point out the
differences. But there are two issues I care
a lot about, and I want to make brief com-
ments on them, and I hope I’ve earned the
right to make comments on them. One is the
economy—I know a little something about
that—and the other is our efforts to build
one America.

First, on the economy, Al Gore and Joe
Lieberman will keep our prosperity going by
paying down the debt, investing in education
and health care, moving more people from
welfare to work, and providing family tax cuts
we can afford. That stands in stark contrast
to the position of our Republican friends.

Here is their position. They say we have
a big projected 10 year surplus, and they
want to spend every dime of it and then some
on tax cuts right now. That would leave noth-
ing for education or Medicare, prescription
drugs; nothing to extend the life of Medicare
and Social Security for the baby boomers;
nothing in case the projected surpluses don’t
come in.

Now, think about your own family’s budget
for a minute or your own business budget.
Would you sign a binding contract today to
spend all your projected income for a decade,
leaving nothing for your families’ basic needs,
nothing for emergencies, nothing for a cush-
ion in case you didn’t get the raise you
thought you were going to get? Of course
you wouldn’t do that, and America shouldn’t
do it either. We should stick with what works.
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Let me say something to you that’s even
more important than the economy to me.
When Al Gore picked Joe Lieberman, the
first Jewish-American to join a national tick-
et, to be his partner, and he joined with our
Presidential nominee, who has, along with his
great mother and late father, a lifetime com-
mitment to civil rights and equal opportunity
for all, even when it was not popular down
home in the South, when they did that, we
had a ticket that embodies the Democratic
commitment to one America. They believe
in civil rights and equal opportunity for ev-
erybody. They believe in a woman’s right to
choose. And this may be the most important
of all, they believe the folks that you’re buy-
ing your soft drinks and popcorn from here
at the Staples Center should have the exact
same chance they do to send their kids to
college and give them a good life and a good
future.

My fellow Americans, I am very proud of
our leaders. And I want you to know that
the opportunity I have had to serve as Presi-
dent at the dawn of a new era in human his-
tory has been an honor, a privilege, and a
joy. I have done everything I knew how to
do to empower the American people, to un-
leash their amazing optimism and imagina-
tion and hard work, to turn our country
around from where it was in 1992, and to
get us moving forward together.

Now, what I want you to understand to-
night is that the best is still out there. The
best is yet to come if we make the right
choices in this election year.

But the choices will make all the dif-
ference. In February the American people
achieved the longest economic expansion in
our history. When that happened, I asked our
folks at the White House when the previous
longest economic expansion was. You know
when it was? It was from 1961 through 1969.
Now, I want the young people especially to
listen to this. I remember this well.

I graduated from high school in 1964. Our
country was still very sad because of Presi-
dent Kennedy’s death, but full of hope under
the leadership of President Johnson. And I
assumed then, like most Americans, that our
economy was on absolutely on automatic,
that nothing could derail it. I also believe
then that our civil rights problems would all

be solved in Congress and the courts. And
in 1964, when we were enjoying the longest
economic expansion in history, we never
dreamed that Vietnam would so divide and
wound our America.

So we took it for granted. And then, before
we knew it, there were riots in the streets,
even here. The leaders that I adored as a
young man, Martin Luther King and Robert
Kennedy, were killed. Lyndon Johnson, a
President from my part of the country I ad-
mired so much for all he did for civil rights,
for the elderly and the poor, said he would
not run again because our Nation was so di-
vided. And then we had an election in 1968
that took America on a far different and more
divisive course. And you know, within
months after that election, the last longest
economic expansion in history was, itself, his-
tory.

Why am I telling you this tonight? Not to
take you down but to keep you looking up.
I have waited, not as President but as your
fellow citizen, for over 30 years to see my
country once again in the position to build
the future of our dreams for our children.
We are a great and good people. And we
have an even better chance this time than
we did then, with no great internal crisis and
no great external threat. Still, I have lived
long enough to know that opportunities must
be seized or they will be lost.

My friends, 54 years ago this week I was
born in a summer storm to a young widow
in a small Southern town. America gave me
the chance to live my dreams. And I have
tried as hard as I knew how to give you a
better chance to live yours. Now, my hair
is a little grayer, my wrinkles are a little deep-
er, but with the same optimism and hope
I brought to the work I loved so 8 years ago,
I want you to know my heart is filled with
gratitude.

My fellow Americans, the future of our
country is now in your hands. You must think
hard, feel deeply, and choose wisely. And re-
member, whenever you think about me, keep
putting people first. Keep building those
bridges. And don’t stop thinking about to-
morrow.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:52 p.m. at the
Staples Center. In his remarks, he referred to
Democratic Vice Presidential candidate Senator
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Joseph I. Lieberman. A portion of these remarks
could not be verified because the tape was incom-
plete.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Dinner in Los Angeles

August 14, 2000

[The President was presented with an award
from representatives of the housing indus-
try.]

The President. Now, I have one new
house and two front doors. Well, let me say
very briefly, I want to thank the Home-
builders, the Realtors, the Fannie Mae, the
Freddie Mac people, everybody who was in-
volved in this.

We had a serious policy right from the be-
ginning to try to increase homeownership.
And we have enjoyed working with all these
folks that are presenting this award. I don’t
really feel that it’s mine; I think it ought to
go to our national economic team and to my
Treasury Secretaries and my National Eco-
nomic Adviser and all the people that have
worked on this.

But one of the key things rarely noted by
those who analyze our economic success over
the last 8 years is the explosion in home-
ownership, which has been accompanied by
an explosion in home building. It’s one of
the reasons we need to work hard to keep
paying down the debt, keep the interest rates
low, and keep creating jobs so there will be
a pool of people to buy these homes when
they get built.

These folks standing with me represent
tens of thousands of our fellow Americans
who played a major, major role in the eco-
nomic boom that all the rest of us have been
a part of. So I’m gratified to receive this
award, but I kind of think I ought to be giving
it to them.

Thank you very much.

[At this point, Edward G. Rendell, general
chair, Democratic National Committee, made
brief remarks.]

The President. Thank you, Ed, and thank
you Joe Andrew, and thank you, ladies and
gentlemen.

I wanted to come by to thank you for your
support of this convention and our party and
our efforts, and also to participate in an
award, which I’ll say a little bit about it in
a minute. But you know, I think sometimes
people tend to minimize the importance of
political parties in this day of mass media.
We don’t have the same kind of old conven-
tions we once had, where we have 53 ballots
before we pick a nominee. You know, that
would be high drama. But these conventions
are very important because they give our
people from around the country—just as the
Republicans got the opportunity in Philadel-
phia—to get together, to talk, to find com-
mon cause, to articulate what we believe to
the American people, and also to reinforce
one another in a profound way. I appreciated
what Mayor Rendell said about the real peo-
ple in the Pennsylvania delegation.

I think in some ways it’s the most reward-
ing thing about having been President for
over 7 years now. I was at a meeting about
a week or so ago, and I was shaking hands
with the people after I spoke. And two
women were standing about 10 feet from one
another and they didn’t know each other; and
both were on welfare when I became Presi-
dent. One of them has a master’s degree now,
the other is a lawyer. And it was really mov-
ing to me. I was in suburban Chicago a few
days ago, and I met with these police officers
from three different law enforcement juris-
dictions. And two out of the three thanked
me for helping getting more police officers
for their area. So if you hang around long
enough and you work at it, you actually can
get some things done.

What I would like to say tonight, very
briefly, before I bring my friend Walter
Shorenstein up here with me, is that a couple
of years ago we were talking, the Democratic
leaders and I, and I said, ‘‘You know, here
we are coming to the end of the 20th century.
And if you look back to the time of FDR,
our party has played a major role in shaping
our Nation and our world. And I still think
that political parties are important. And I
think the Democratic Party ought to have a
national award for a lifetime of service to our
party that clearly benefited our country.’’ So
the Democratic Party thought it was a good
idea, and last year we gave the first award
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